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\ FROM THE
“Q EDITOR

When we asked our readers to send
their observations about the first
issue of Environment & Development,
we did not expect such an outflow of
responses. Letters and comments
poured in, by mail, fax and tele-
phone, from all over the Arab World,
and came from various sectors of the
community: ministers, public officials,
business executives, professionals,
students and housewives.

While geographical diversity proves
that environment recognizes no fron-
tiers, the occupational diversity of our
correspondents demonstrates that
environmental concerns are becom-
ing inherent in the community as a
whole.

The numerous responses that we
received can serve as an environ-
mental opinion poll which, contrary to
what many people think, shows that
environmental concerns of the Arab
public-at-large are expanding.

This feedback did not surprise us,
although we were overwhelmed with
the magnitude of correspondence
which exceeded our wildest expecta-
tions. In our venture to publish the
first pan-Arab environmental maga-
zine, we believed we were fulfilling a
dormant need of the Arab reader. Our
challenge was to stir the public envi-
ronmental sentiment. Fortunately,
these early indicators proved that the
bet was worthwhile.

Environment & Development endea-
vours to bring environmental aware-
ness to every Arab household, and to
place the environmental cause on the
agenda of every government.
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